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Recently published architectural books and related works, selected by Barbara
Opar, Librarian for Architecture, Syracuse University Libraries. Barbara can be
reached at baopar@syr.edu.

Reader’s Advisory

Opening September 30: Materialized Space: A Paul Rudolph Exhibition
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Through March 16.

A reassessment of the career of architect Paul Rudolph, from his modernist

Sarasota houses to his controversial Brutalist buildings and later international
projects, featuring unpublished drawings, models, and furniture. Based on the
new book by Abraham Thomas.

Capital Brutalism

The National Building Museum, Washington D.C. Through February 17.

Capital Brutalism explores the history, current state, and future of seven polarizing
buildings and the WMATA Metro system in Washington DC. The exhibition uses
archival documents, drawings, construction photographs, architectural models,
and contemporary photographs to provide context and shed light on the
buildings’ stories.

Fumihiko Maki works

Endangered Modernism

Architecture on Film



mailto:baopar@syr.edu
https://www.dezeen.com/2024/06/14/notable-projects-fumihiko-maki/
https://www.dezeen.com/2022/04/28/under-threat-modern-buildings-usa/
https://www.apollo-magazine.com/architects-films-hollywood-fountainhead-egomaniacs/

Approaches to social engagement

Architects and nature

Articles and Segments
This task is taken on by Alexandra Gordon [pictured below] through July 2024.

Alexandra prepared the July selections. Alexandra
recently graduated with a Bachelor of Archiecture from
Syracuse’s b-year program along with a minor in
sociology and interest in geography. Alexandra has
worked for Babara Opar at the King + King Architecture
Library since Fall of 2023. In the Fall of 2024, Alexandra
3 3 | will be pursuing a Post-Professional Master of Science in

\\ / / \ Advanced Urban Design from Cornell University’s
program in NYC. Alexandra’s goal for the Articles and
Segments recommendations is to locate articles at the intersection of design,
social/cultural, housing, and urban matters, from a variety of voices and locations
around the globe.

Here are her suggested readings:

July Magazine Picks

Abrahams, Tim. “HOUSE of the Month — Room for Diplomacy Abounds in this
Swiss Envoy’s House by Lutjens Padmanabbhan in Algiers” Architectural Record.
(Issue 6, 2024). p.29-33.

“'Historically speaking, an embassy was the house of the ambassador, says
Thomas Padmananbhan, half of Zurich-based practice Lutjens Padmananbhan- ‘a
place where they would receive guests, where there would be no separation
between private and public, in the modern sense. The firm’s new home for the
Swiss ambassador in Algiers may be a colorful Memphis-inflected garden pavilion
skited in canopies- more |biza party pad than government building- but it is still


https://www.archdaily.com/1018302/plug-in-architecture-for-social-engagement-in-conversation-with-holcim-award-winner-deroche-strohmayer?utm_medium=email&utm_source=AD%20EN&kth=5,005,319&m
https://www.archdaily.com/1017575/harmonizing-nature-and-domestic-living-get-to-know-the-works-of-no-architecture?utm_medium=email&utm_source=AD%20EN&kth=5,005,319&mc_cid=40b9e9ac1a&mc_eid=44058deb36

informed by this historical understanding of the ambiguous relationship between
private and public in embassy architecture, despite the bureaucratic functions the
diplomatic profession assumed in the 20" century. The skills of the ambassador
are used for public good, but they are personal in quality: friendliness, openness,
conviviality” (29).

Amati, Marco. “The social psychologist as planner: the pioneering work of Oscar
Oeser in urban and rural communities in the mid-twentieth century Australia”
Planning Perspectives An international journal of history, planning and the
environment. (Volume 38, no. 6, December 2023). p.1281-1300.

“Oscar Oeser was a polymath import to the Antipodes, primarily known as a social
psychologist and as the founding Professor of Psychology at the University of
Melbourne. But he was also a very effective network builder, and an important
conduit for overseas ideas — not least with respect to urban and rural planning.
With interest in urban planning surging in the immediate post-Second World War
period, Oeser undertook a joint project with the Head of Architecture at
Melbourne, Brian Lewis, along with a number of other notable figures. The project
involved surveying and re-imagining the down-at-heel suburb of Prahran. It was
ambitious in its empirical scope, and it showcased Oeser's sensitivity to the
‘human elements’ in planning that prefigured current participatory models.
Nonetheless, the Prahran project's impact was muted and ambiguous, its data
selectively co-opted by local politicians and public servants to serve a pragmatic
modernist agenda. Oeser's subsequent planning work featured innovative
approaches to designing remote rural communities and indigenous housing.
Oeser's overall legacy in planning was thus a historically contingent one: it tells us
something about what might have been as much as what was” (1281).

Cutwork Studio. “ReHome Modular Construction Project” LArca International.
(Volume 178, May/June 2024). p.24-31.

“Cutwork, Paris-based architecture design studio, has created ReHome, an off-site
modular construction solution that, while originally conceived to address the
housing crisis in war-torn Ukraine, seeks to address the global housing crisis
equally in times of emergency and stability and the human right to shelter.
Working with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(German Society for International Cooperation, ReHome was initially developed as



a low-cost solution to rebuild Ukraine, beginning with a demonstrator project in
Livi” (24).

Drueding, Meghan. “Housebrew — An unconventional Washington, D.C., Museum
offers Local History and Architectural Appeal onTap” Preservation. (Volume 67,
no.2, Spring 2024). p.29-37.

“In a gated garden behind a fairy-tale castle, I'm sipping a cold beer at an
umbrella-sheltered picnic table. Crickets chirp in the background, and small white
flowers linger on the bushes. Strings of lights twinkle overhead, illuminating the
nighttime sky. | consider getting up to buy a giant pretzel. Despite appearances,
I'm not on a European vacation. I'm in Washington D.C.'s busy Dupont Circle
neighborhood, and outside the garden gates, the city and ebbs and flows at its
regular pace. In here, there’s a distinct alternate-universe vibe. A helpful sign on
the table reads, ‘Did you know you're at a museum?’” (29).

Foreman, Matthew. “Grand projects and private funding” Domus. (Issue 1088,
March 2024). p.11-15.

“Our view of the value of civic architecture and infrastructure is colored by the
past. Looming large in the Western imagination are the Roman achievements in
colosseums, stadiums, forums, baths, aqueducts and roads. Their engineering
brilliance and longevity help convince us that the regional, national and supra-
national state alone has the finances and far-sightedness to see beyond short-term
profit and build lasting monuments to the public good. Roman grand projects
were largely financed by the fiscus- the “basket” of funds emperors derived from
taxes, levies and conquest. Largely, but not entirely.... Hubris, self-
aggrandisement and politics may all have played a part in Aristion’s undertaking,
but it shows that private finance has always played a role in public works. And that
these can math and exceed in design quality and utility anything built at public
expense” (14).

Garcia, Alberto Martinez. “Under One Roof” Architectural Record. (Issue 6, 2024).
p.69-70.

“Between 1917 and 1919, Bruno Taut wrote two books in which he proposed
visionary projects, 7he City Crown and Alpine Architecture, where the architecture



and technology would be put in service of the spirit. In 7he City Crown, Taut
established the basis of a new communal center, a secular space between the
Gothic cathedral and the Buddhist temple, devoted to beauty and to hosting an
array of nonspecific activities. After publishing that book, Taut developed similar
ideas in Alpine Architecture, a series of 30 drawings with minimal text. In these
uncanny blueprints, he depicted secular temples where the newly developed
technology of time, glass and steel, enclosed overwhelming spaces for thinking.
Modern materials were employed not for their own sake but rather as part of a
broader revolution against rationalism and bourgeois society. As Taut put it, the
“ultimate task” of the project was “to be quiet and absolutely turned away from all
daily rituals for all time... Architects today need to find precedents for more
expansive kinds of enclosed civic space—buildings that accommodate their
inhabitations without restrictions. One potent example is the Barbican Centre in
London, designed by the British firm Chamberlin, Powell and Bon in the 1950s and
fully opened in 1982"” (69).

Gradell, Vanessa. “In the Century of Surrealism” Arquitectura Viva. (Issue 264, May
2024). p.45-47.

“Surrealism is the longest-living ism, the only avant-garde movement that has
withstood the turn into the 215t century. Surrealist today are Bjork’s videos (with
explicit references to Man Ray), fashion (such as the collections of Rei Kawakubo,
the Japanese clothing creator currently triumphing in Paris), design (impregnating
even Scandinavian sobriety with eccentric items by the Swedish brand Front and
its ionic life-size horse lamp), and so on and so forth. The word ‘surrealist’ is
ingrained in everyday language, although its origins are falling into oblivion. This
year; 2024, we celebrate the movement that Andre Breton made official through a
manifesto written exactly a hundred years ago” (45).

Hsiang, Joyce, and Binal Mendis. “How to Draw a Glacier and Other Conundrums”’
Log. (Issue 60, Winter/Spring 2024). p.139-150.

“How do you draw a glacier? As terra incognita? As a destination for scientific
expedition? As a sublime experience? As remotely sensed outlines? As evidence
of the Anthropocene? Gudbrand Thorlaksson’s map of Iceland, published in 1590
in the Additamentum IV Theatrum Orbis Terrarum by Abraham Ortelius, is
regarded as the first European map to depict glaciers. Yet, since the 16" century,
glaciers and other phenomena of the cryosphere continue to appear sparingly in



maps and depictions of the world. The dearth of drawings of glaciers and the
confusion around their cartographies betray their precarity and the conundrums of
the cryosphere” (139).

Marani, Matthew. “Motor City Revival — Quinn Evans recharges Detroit’s Michigan
Central Station for a section life” Architectural Record. (I1ssue 6, 2024). p.55-60.

“Quinn Evans is more than familiar with historical restoration and adaptive-reuse
projects; approximately 75 percent of the portfolio of the AIA 2024 Architecture
Firm Award recipient consists of work on existing buildings. So it is fitting that the
firm’s Detroit and Ann Arbor offices led the multiyear renovation of the Michigan
Central Station, which, after decades vacant, is reopening its doors as the central
hub for the Ford Motor Company’s growing Michigan Central Innovation District
campus... The scars of the station’s past are not completely effaced. At several
moments, graffiti strewn walls and perilous access stairwells remain purposely
untouched as visual records of the city’s and building’s nadir, standing in contrast
to the renewed splendor and ambitions of the Michigan Central Innovation
District. The Michigan Central Station is, after all the long decades, a symbol of the
once, and future, Detroit” (55).

Mortice, Zach. “Revisit James RThompson Center” The Architectural Review.
(May 2024). p.45-55.

“Having narrowly escaped total demolition, Chicago’s pomo people’s palace will
be remade in Google's image... ‘'Now we're replacing the state with Google’, says
the fresh- faced Evan Jahn, son of high-tech postmodernist Chicago architect
Helmut Jahn and president of his father’s firm. Delivered in Starship Chicago I/
(2023), a documentary by Nathan Eddy, it is a praiseworthy statement, for its truth
on both literal and metaphorical levels. Evan Jahn was referring to his father’s
classically proportioned, structurally expressionist State of lllinois Building, later
renamed the James RThompson Center after the governor who commissioned
it... Quirky, noisy, and chaotic enough to be understood as a truly democratic
space, the building in Chicago’s Loop will survive. But its function, accessibility
and signature 17 story atrium seem likely to change radically, denuding this
messy public forum for grievance, commerce and service with technocratic
anesthesiology of Silicon Calley’s surveillance apparatus” (44-47).



Rahmani, Ayad. “The Quest for Mindfulness: AtTaliesin West Through Literature
and Architecture” Frank Lloyd Wright Quarterly. (Volume 35, no.2, Summer 2024).
p.5-23.

“Having benefited from Taliesin West myself, | pondered opening the experience to
others, possible contracting my month-long experience into a three-day event,
which would culminate in a class devoted to exploring issues related to notions of
displacement and immersion. How does one leave a context and enter another to
achieve mental unity? To answer these questions and more, the class relied on
numerous pieces of literature, starting with 7he Blithedale Romance by Nathaniel
Hawthorne” (5).

Schindler, Susanne. “Product and Process: New York’s Model Cities vest-pocket
housing and rehabilitation programme” Planning Perspectives. (Volume 39, No.1,
February 2024). p.31-57.

“In January 1966, US President Lyndon Johnson proposed the Model Cities
programme to ‘improve the quality of urban life’ in the nation’s poorest areas
through comprehensive action and citizen participation. That same month, John
Lindsay became mayor of New York with a platform to create a more equitable city.
Toward this end, Lindsay’s administration rejected earlier urban renewal
approaches, prioritizing infill construction on vacant sites and reusing existing
buildings, all while including local communities in the planning process. Eugenia
Flatow spearheaded this ‘vest-pocket and rehabilitation programme’ as a ‘head
start’ to future Model Cities funding. As she commissioned Raymond & May,
WalterThabit, Jonas Vizbaras, and Fisher/Jackson with housing plans for Brooklyn,
the Bronx, and Harlem, she was acutely aware of the resulting tension between a
desired democratic process and the timely delivery of the product. A close reading
of archival materials reveals how these planners responded in very different ways
to the prompt. The governmental programme had created a space of possibility for
rethinking the relationship of product and process in planning through the
specificity of housing design. The plans also highlighted the paradox in attempting
to effect socio-economic change through housing supply, one that still resonates
today” (31).



Booklist

The Topic is Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility

D. Tomlin, Antione. Voices of the Field: DEIA Champions in Higher Education

(Research, Theory, and Practice Within Academic Affairs). Charlotte: Information

Age Publishing, 2023. ISBN: 9798887302652. 190 pages. Paperback: $52.99.

The Subject is Architecture

Architects
Bugatti, Emiliano. Carlo Scarpa: The Complete Buildings. Munich: Prestel, 2024.
ISBN: 9783791377148. 352 pages. Hardcover: $60.00.

Marino, Peter. Peter Marino: Ten Modern Houses. London: Phaidon Press, 2024.

ISBN: 9781838667924. 272 pages. Hardcover: $ 150.00.

Architecture, Ancient

Harrell, James. Archaeology and Geology of Ancient Egyptian Stones
(Archaeopress Egyptology). Oxford: Archaeo press, 2024. ISBN: 9781803275819.
1098 pages. Paperback: $175.00.

Architecture-Algeria

Slyomovics, Susan. Monuments Decolonized: Algeria's French Colonial Heritage

(Worlding the Middle East). Redwood City, California: Stanford University Press,
2024. ISBN: 9781503639485. 330 pages. Paperback: $35.00.



https://www.amazon.com/Voices-Field-Champions-Education-Research/dp/B0C53GV6FF/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21N8S42G75IC2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0Z3RJDtbZFaBBTn1Kj4YfQ17PmBDj6NgIYxMB5dFqs8wqFhziI3D6asdUnbW1x0h.gqzLjcrV5pdmJPBJ2X1ktfKhd2CVyP4Ewk9U5aZyK8w&dib_tag=se&keywords=deia+in+practice&qid=1720027730&sprefix=deia+in+practice%2Caps%2C54&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Voices-Field-Champions-Education-Research/dp/B0C53GV6FF/ref=sr_1_1?crid=21N8S42G75IC2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.0Z3RJDtbZFaBBTn1Kj4YfQ17PmBDj6NgIYxMB5dFqs8wqFhziI3D6asdUnbW1x0h.gqzLjcrV5pdmJPBJ2X1ktfKhd2CVyP4Ewk9U5aZyK8w&dib_tag=se&keywords=deia+in+practice&qid=1720027730&sprefix=deia+in+practice%2Caps%2C54&sr=8-1
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Architecture -India

Bharat, Gauri. Indigenous Architecture in India: Exploring Plural Lifeworlds.
Daryaganj, New Delhi: Routledge India, 2024. ISBN: 9781032374840. 214 pages.
Hardcover: $180.00.

Architecture- Iran

Assemi, Nahid. Piety and Politics in Qajar Iran: The Takkiyya Mu’avin al-Mulk in

Kermanshah (British Institute of Persian Studies). London: |.B. Tauris, 2024. ISBN:
9780755652648. 288 pages. Hardcover: $122.00.

Architecture-United States

Gerami, Sheila. The Hall of Fame for Great Americans: A Biography of Stanford

White's Forgotten Memorial. Knoxville, Tennessee: University Tennessee Press,

2024. ISBN: 9781621908654. 304 pages. Hardcover: $97.89.

Hutker, Mark. New England Coastal: Homes That Tell a Story. New York: The
Monacelli Press, 2024. ISBN: 9781580936347. 272 pages. Hardcover: $52.48.

Kaufman, Susan. Walk With Me: Hamptons: Photographs. New York: Harry N.
Abrams, 2024. ISBN: 9781419771835. 176 pages. Hardcover: $26.99.

Architecture-West Africa

Godlewski, Joseph. The Architecture of the Bight of Biafra: Spatial Entanglements
(Routledge Research in Architectural History). Oxfordshire: Routledge, 2024. ISBN:
9781032104171. 272 pages. Hardcover: $160.00.

Architectural Design
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Bollack, Francoise. Old Buildings, New Ideas: A Selective Architectural History of

Additions, Adaptations, Reuse and Design Invention. Portland Place, London:

RIBA Publishing, 2023. ISBN: 9781914124693. 192 pages. Hardcover: $59.95.

Engineer, Altaf. Measuring the Impact of the Built Environment on Health,

Wellbeing, and Performance (Health and the Built Environment). Oxfordshire,

England: Routledge, 2023. ISBN: 9780367414818. 138 pages. Hardcover: $55.63.

Meister, Anna. Are You a Model?: On an Architectural Medium of Spatial
Exploration. Capri: JOVIS, 2024. ISBN: 9783986120726. 240 pages. Paperback:
$39.73.

Menge, Moritz. Building Bridges Starts in the Mind: Engineering - More than
Technical Solutions. New York: Springer, 2024. ISBN: 9783658442347. 203 pages.
Hardcover: $35.56.

Pantazis, Evangelos. Designing with Multi-Agent Systems: A Computational

Methodology for Form-Finding Using Behaviors (De Gruyter STEM). Berlin: De
Gruyter, 2024. ISBN: 9783110797046. 266 pages. Paperback: $69.95.

Architectural Practice
Decker, Anne, Foundations. New York: ORO Editions, 2024. ISBN: 9781957183510.
138 pages. Hardcover: $33.00.

Architectural Technology

Park, Chansik. Digitalization in Construction: Recent trends and advances.
Oxfordshire: Routledge, 2023. ISBN: 9781032517896. 14 pages. Hardcover:
$180.36.
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