
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians

Founded as American Society of Architectural Historians, 1940

Incorporated as Society of Architectural Historians, 1947

Published quarterly in March, June, September, and December

Volume 67, Number 3 / September 2008

•U

T
I

L
I

T
A

S

• F I R M I T A S • V

E
N

U
S

T
A

S
•

1 9 4 0

SOCIETY OF
ARCHITECTURAL

HISTORIANS



324 In This Issue

325 Field Notes
Scholarship or Politics? Architectural History and the Risks of Autonomy
jean-louis  cohen

Articles
330 China’s Earliest Mosques

nancy shatzman steinhardt

362 The Virgin Chapel at Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais: Embellishment and Devotion in Late
Gothic Paris
abby mcgehee

388 H. H. Richardson: Lessons from Paris
elizabeth greenwell grossman

412 Restoration, Reconstruction, or Romance? The Case of the Spanish Governor’s Palace in
Hispanic-Era San Antonio, Texas
kenneth hafertepe

Exhibitions
434 Le Reggia di Venaria e i Savoia. Arte, magnificenza e storia di una corte europea; 

reviewed by joseph rykwert

Marcel Breuer: Design and Architecture; reviewed by stanley abercrombie

Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future; reviewed by jayne merkel

Sorry, Out of Gas; reviewed by witold rybczynski

Books
443 Roman Theatres: An Architectural Study, by Frank Sear

The Roman Amphitheatre: From Its Origins to the Colosseum, by Katherine E. Welch; 
reviewed by rabun taylor

Roman Woodworking, by Roger B. Ulrich; reviewed by nayla kabazi  muntasser

The Origins of Medieval Architecture: Building in Europe, A.D. 600–900, by Charles B.
McClendon; reviewed by dale kinney 

VOLUME 67  NUMBER 3  SEPTEMBER 2008



Ottoman Women Builders:  The Architectural Patronage of Hadice Turhan Sultan, by Lucienne
Thys-Senocak; reviewed by melanie michailidis

Building the Bank of England: Money, Architecture, Society, 1694–1942, by Daniel M. Abramson;
reviewed by richard guy wilson

Industriearchitektur in Berlin 1840–1910, by Miron Mislin; reviewed by volker m. welter

Oxford Jackson: Architecture, Education, Status, and Style, 1835–1924, by William Whyte;
reviewed by elizabeth mckellar

Gothic Arches, Latin Crosses: Anti-Catholicism and American Church Designs in the Nineteenth
Century, by Ryan K. Smith

American Sanctuary: Understanding Sacred Spaces, edited by Louis P. Nelson; 
reviewed by paul eli  ivey

Palaces and Power in the Americas: From Peru to the Northwest Coast, edited by Jessica Joyce 
Christie and Patricia Joan Sarro; reviewed by stella nair

The Architecture of Madness: Insane Asylums in the United States, by Carla Yanni; 
reviewed by stephen verderber 

Multimedia and Websites
460 Films by László Moholy-Nagy; reviewed by oliver botar

Architectures 1–5 (DVD), Frédéric Compain, Richard Copans, Stan Neumann, and Catherine
Adda, directors; reviewed by mark jarzombek

465 Annual Publication Awards of the Society of Architectural Historians

466 Papers Delivered in the Thematic Sessions of the Sixty-First Annual Meeting of the

Society of Architectural Historians, Cincinnati, Ohio, 23–27 April 2008



324

Among the tens of thousands of mosques in China today,
about fifty include buildings that predate the twentieth cen-
tury. In China’s Earliest Mosques, Nancy Shatzman
Steinhardt addresses four mosques with ties to the Song
(960–1279) and Yuan (1267–1368) dynasties, all located in
southeastern cities with Muslim populations engaged in
international trade, and the famous mosques in Xi’an and
Beijing. Steinhardt shows that the flourishing of mosque
architecture in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
related directly to circumstances of Mongolian rule of
China and to the accommodation of Muslim worship to the
Chinese architectural system. The convergence of Chinese
architecture and Muslim worship space is explained by the
ability of the Chinese system to remain recognizable while
adapting to numerous religious and secular contexts, and
the fact that the requirements of Islamic worship either
could become part of the Chinese architectural system or be
concealed behind Chinese facades.

Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais was one of the first Late Gothic
parish churches in Paris to include a large axial chapel ded-
icated to the Virgin. Completed in 1517, the chapel was
crowned by two intricately decorated pendant vaults and a
window cycle depicting the Life of the Virgin. In The
Virgin Chapel at Saint-Gervais-Saint-Protais: Embel -
lishment and Devotion in Late Gothic Paris, Abby
McGehee addresses the architectural sources for the
chapel, the symbolic significance of the vault, and the way
in which it functioned in the larger decorative and devo-
tional context of the chapel. Later additions to the chapel
and the area around it expanded on the themes embedded
in the program and served to record events specific to the
parish. In this way, the chapel provides a valuable perspec-
tive on parish practices in the sixteenth century.

The quality and inventiveness of Henry Hobson
Richardson’s architecture cannot be explained by studying
his sources, whether British, American, or French buildings
or theories. But as Elizabeth Greenwell Grossman argues
in H. H. Richardson: Lessons from Paris, the intellec-
tual ideas of French theorists and the techniques for con-
ceiving volumes taught at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts offer
insights into Richardson’s work that have not yet been suf-
ficiently credited. She suggests that the defining character-
istics of his architecture—his interest in a round-arched
style, attitude toward the forces of the wall, and taste for
clearly defined geometric volumes in balanced composi-
tions—may best be understood when viewed through the
lens of interests that Richardson developed while at the
Ecole. The education he acquired in Paris gave him not
only design skills but a framework of ideas and approaches
robust enough to support a wide range of influences and
precedents.

Restoration, Reconstruction, or Romance? The Case
of the Spanish Governor’s Palace in Hispanic-Era San
Antonio, Texas unravels the vicissitudes of the only sur-
viving building from Hispanic-era Texas not associated with
a mission or church. Located on the Military Plaza, the
building was constructed for the commander of the presidio
in 1749, more than twenty years before San Antonio
became the capital of Texas. As Kenneth Hafertepe
explains, between 1915 and 1929 the pioneering Texas
preservationist Adina De Zavala campaigned to save the
building by creating a myth that it had housed Spanish gov-
ernors, but the myth led architect Harvey P. Smith to recon-
struct the structure as a palace in accordance with early
twentieth-century standards. Rather than restore its origi-
nal fabric, he dramatically enlarged the building and added
myriad decorative details inspired by the newly popular
Santa Fe style and books on interiors in old Spain. 
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